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Public Roads Act, 2031 (1974)

Date of Authentication and Publication

2031.6.20.1(6 Oct. 1974)

Amendments:
1. Public Roads (First Amendment) Act, _
2035(1978) Sept. 1978)
2. Public Roads (Second Amendment) Act, .
2046 (1989) .7.11(27 Nov. 1989)
3. Administration of  Justice
2048(1991) 2048.2.16(30 May 1991)
2. Republic Strengthening

Nepal Laws Amendme ct, 2066

(2010 2066.10.7(21 Jan. 2010)

21 of the year 2031 (1974)

rovide For the Development, M ai ntenance and

Expansion of Public Roads

~Whereas, it is expedient to make provisions tssify all kinds of

public roads and acquire lands required for theelbgment, maintenance,

expansion or improvement of the public roads ancbiect development tax from

This Act came into force on Tlestha 2065(28 May 2008)Prasasti" and the word "Kingdom" has

been deleted.
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landholders near the roads who benefit from thdipubads, in order to maintain

the convenience and economic interest of the gépeldic;

Now, therefore, be it enacted by His Majesty KingeBdra Bir Bikram
Shah Deyv, on the advice and with the consent oR#isiiya Panchayat.

Chapter-1

Preiminary

1 Short Title Extent and Commencement: (1) This be called

the "Public Roads Act, 2031 (1974)".

(2) 1t shall come into force throughou

(3) Chapter-4 of this Act shall |to force soch area or

region on such date as specifi e GovernnoéniNepal by a
Notification in the Nepal Gaz d the othect®as shall come into

force immediately.

2. Definitions Unless the ct or context otherwise requirethis Act:

ean roads that are not sultgepeérsonal possession
by any, person, and this term also includes all skiod bridges,

ys, culvertébi-cycle waysand footpaths.

(b) )ad bordet' means a public road and the area of land as

rescribed on the right and left hand sides ofcthetral line of such

a road, pursuant to Section 3.

(c) "Land" means any land, and this term also we&ia shed, house,
building, tree etc. situated in and anything peremly fixed to such

a land.

2 Inserted by the Second Amendment.

www .lawcommission.gov.np



www .lawcommission.gov.np

(d)  "Local Authority" means the authority desigmhateby the
Government of Nepal, and the Chief District Officehere no

authority is so designated.

(e) "Department of Roads' means the Department addR of the

Government of Nepal.

() "Prescribed" or "as prescribed" means prescritdeas prescribed in

the Rules framed under this Act.

Chapter-2

Classfication of Public Roads, Road Bordr d-Acquistion of

Land

Border Thereof: The

cation in thepal Gazette, classify

3. Classification of Public Roads

Government of Nepal shall, by a:n

the public roads as follows specify the rdexider not exceeding

ight and left hand siflesh the central line of

Thirty One meters on
such roads. Provide even in relation to thelgvlength of the same
ment of Nepal may, owinghe topography and

ify the requiretdorderalso setting out the four boundaries

or_for the safety of a bridge or theer banks around the

igh ways,
(b Feeder roads,
(c)  District roads,

(d)  Urban roads.

3 Amended by the Second Amendment.

www .lawcommission.gov.np



www .lawcommission.gov.np

“3A. Power to prohibit the making of building etc. within the

prescribed distance (1) The Government of Nepal may prohibit any

person from building any kind of permanent struetor building within

such distance specified by the Government of Nbpa Notification in the
Nepal Gazette, as not exceeding Six meters frommdae border where it
has been specified pursuant to Section 3 and fl@mnside of the public

road where the road border has not been specified.

*Provided that, the provisions of prevailing la pplicable

in the areas where Town Development Plan is bei ted.

(2) If any person constructs any kind manstnticture or

building within the distance prohibited [Sob-section (1), such a
structure or building may be demoli the ooddhe Department of

Roads. The Department of Roa -recover alsexpenses incurred in

Acquisition of land.

4,
relation to tt
S.
6.
1.
8 9
4 Inserted by the First Amendment.
® Inserted by the Second Amendment.
®  Repealed by the First Amendment.
; Repealed by the First Amendment.

Repealed by the First Amendment.
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M onitoring, M aintenance of Public Roads a
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Chapter-3

Power to Requidgtion Other Land in D

Provisions

ning, Expanding or

Improving Roads: (1) The Dep

of Roads may temporarily

requisition any land for the foll

expansion or improvement of

) urpose urthhe development,

Ic road is coreple

(store) the construction materials and
ent required for the development, expansion o

vement of such a road and to build a house,

and/or shed for the persons who monitor or cortel

acts relating to such development, expansion or

improvement,

To build a separate road of temporary kindeagiired
to continue the traffic or movement in such a roatil
the development, expansion or improvement of such a

road is completed or to transport the materials or

10
11
12
13
14

Repealed by the First Amendment.
Repealed by the First Amendment.
Repealed by the First Amendment.
Repealed by the First Amendment.
Repealed by the First Amendment.
Repealed by the First Amendment.
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equipment related thereto until the development is

completed.

(2) The following house, land shall not be reqiosied except in a

special situation for the purpose set forth in Sabtion (1):

(@) A house, shed or structure being used by aopd®

habitation,

(b)  Aland being used for a shrine, scho

rest houséDharmashala) or orpha
" Hall, after the

gitjoned, be returned

(3) A land requisitioned pursuant to Sub
completion of the purpose for which it has
to the concerned landowner or his or F @& $hme condition as it

was when requisitioned, to the exter ble.

15. Compensation of Land To. B equidtioned and Fixation of

Compensation: No co eF&ation shall be provided against the

requisition of any lan ant to Section 14 exca the following

circumstance:

(a)

here"any land along with a house, shed orctsire has

n requisitioned, the loss sustained by the owhsuch a
house, shed or structure because of being unablseahe

same,

(b)  Where any land has been requisitioned for agdebeyond
the time for cultivation of crops, loss sustainey the
concerned landowner because of being unable to/ateltthe

crops,

(c) The amount that had to be borne by the persiilesl to

have any requisitioned land returned to restorelahd into

www .lawcommission.gov.np
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the situation when requisitioned as a result oldng any

temporary road or holding construction materialtha land.

(20 The amount of compensation as referred to in$action (1)

shall be determined as follows:

(@) As per the agreement, if any, concluded betwden

Department of Roads and the concerned landowner,

(b) If agreement cannot be made pursuant=
compensation shall be fixed by arbitrati adrghall be

following arbitrators for that purpose

(1) One member of the Dist velopment Comraitte

or Village Develop mmittee as designated by

the District Dew Committee,

16. Both Sdes of Road and Taking Care

Thereof: (1) Department of Roads shall plant trees enright and

It shall be the duty of the concerned VillagevBlopment
ee or Municipality to take care of and pootéhe trees planted

uant to Sub-section (1).

(3) It shall be the responsibility of the DepartihehRoads to trim
the trees planted pursuant to Sub-section (1) amibyve such trees if they

obstruct the movement or traffic.

www .lawcommission.gov.np



www .lawcommission.gov.np

(4)**Notwithstanding anything contained in Sub-sectid)s (2) and
(3), the Department of Roads may get the acts wmadi in these Sub-

sections carried out by any other person or orgaioiz as prescribed.

1616A. Determination of Ceiling of Weight: The Government of Nepal may,

by a Notification in the Nepal Gazette, specify ttedling of load that a
public road can bear and prohibit the plying of aton vehicle with a load
exceeding the ceiling so specified.

17. Sail, StoneOr Sand May BeTaken From Land In

IS necessary to take soil, stone or sand from

nity: (1) Ifit
vicinity for the

development, maintenance of a public ro stdne or sand in

(2) Notwithsta
il

soil, stone orisand shall not be taken from sudénd without obtaining

required to take

18. Remove Goods Causing Obstruction To Movement On

Roads: (1) If the movement on a public road is obstrudtedny

manner as a result of any goods left, placed awthron the public road,
the Department of Roads may issue an order to theetned person to
remove such goods within a reasonable period o¢ &® specified in the

order.

15

Inserted by the Second Amendment.
16

Inserted by the Second Amendment.
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(2) The Department of Roads may set aside on thé amy goods
that have not been removed within the period otpidsued pursuant to
Sub-section (1) or of which owner has not beentitled or take such

goods elsewhere to be held in its possession.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in Sub-sact(1), if any
goods left, placed or thrown on a public road calsstruction to the whole

movement of such a road, the Department of Roaalk Isdave the power to

immediately remove such goods from the road.

door or tree or
(1), that is so held,

e 0f a public road as to

(4) If it is held that anything or arm or br
wire, other than the goods as referred to in
installed or made with a house or wall on €
project towards the road causes ob tartbeement on the road,
the Department of Roads may i order to dheecned person to
le"period of time @ec#ied in the order, and

the form or strustur which the concerned

all provide compensation for the same aadthe expenses to be

rred in some alteration therein if such alterais to be made.

(6) In the event of failure to do act as mentiomethe order within
the time limit specified pursuant to Sub-sectiopnddeven within the time
limit extended pursuant to Sub-section (5), the &&pent of Roads may

do, or cause to be done, the act set forth in sucbrder by deputing its

www .lawcommission.gov.np
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own employee or other persdiiln such a case, the concerned person shall

not be entitled to claim any compensation or exegnsursuant to the

proviso to Sub-section (4)

Prohibition On Doing Any Act On Public Roads Or Road Border

Without Obtaining Permission: (1) No person shall build an access

road joined to a public road or dig or demolishadehor ditch on a public

road or within the road border or install or pldserier, peg

public road or build a house or shed thereon anveué
road border or do any other similar act withoutaat permission of

the Department of Roads.

(2) If any person does any act as in &diion (1) without

obtaining the permission of the De t of Rpdlgs Department of
Roads shall also institute an acti equirede instituted pursuant to
the other Sections of this Act t that pe@uth may issue an order to
the concerned person to down the acces<roldfill up the hole or
ditch dug or remove rier, fort or peg madedamolish the house or
shed built or barren land cultivated withoutading the permission

within a reasqnable'period of time as specifiethénorder.

oncerned person fails to observe tlikeoissued pursuant
to Sub: on (2), the Department of Roads mageclkbown the access
' t, fill up the hole or ditch dug or remotlee barrier, fort or peg
de or demolish the house or shed built or batreriand cultivated by
that person, and recover the expenses incurredithéom the concerned

person.

Power To Cause Deposit Furnished Or Collect Fees: (1) If any

person is required to dig or demolish a public roadoad border for any

17
18

Inserted by the First Amendment.
Amended by the Second Amendment.

10

www .lawcommission.gov.np



21.

www .lawcommission.gov.np

work, the person has to obtain permission of thpalttenent of Roads, and
if a request is made for such a permission, theaDepent of Roads shall
make necessary inquiry into the matter and may gerenission by taking
a deposit of the expenses that may be incurrecaintaining and restoring
into its original form of the public road or roasrder to be so dug or

demolished.

(2) In giving permission to dig a public road oadobo ursuant

to Sub-section (1), the Department of Roads magigp ner to be

followed in so digging of the public road or roadird other terms to
be observed until the purpose for which it is t served, and if the
eral lexecuted by the

teitm®y also have such a

Department of Roads thinks it necessary
person asking for permission to obser

bond executed.

Power Of Department of Roa

Department of Roads

0 Recover Expenses: (1) The

recover the amount of esqeenncurred in
setting aside the good or held on the roagduant to Sub-section (2)
of Section 18 or '

from the con

to Sub-section (1), and shall institutgoacto make recovery as
/ermment dues in the event of failure to payahmunt even within the

said time limit or to make a request for additiotiale limit.

(3) If the Department of Roads has taken into astiol any goods
left or held in a manner to obstruct the movememagublic road, it may
hold up such goods until the expenses incurreefiing such goods aside

or taking them elsewhere are recovered; and if figenses cannot be

11

www .lawcommission.gov.np



www .lawcommission.gov.np

recovered until One year or the owner of such gaahsot be found out,

such goods shall devolve on the Government of Nepal
Chapter-4

Provisons Relatingto Devdopment Tax

22. Powe to Recover Development Tax: The Government of Nepal may

once lewy the development tax on lands on eithee

developed/built after the commencement of thisakud r

n of Portion
d on the l|dmat is
de frahve road border, if
ere thd bmmder has not been

23. Land Subjected to Devdopment Tax and

Thereof: *%1) The development tax shal i
within Two Hundred Fifty meters on
any specified, and from the road e

specified.

Provided that, no de ent tax shall be chargedhe land

falling within the presc distance in which straction of a permanent

structure or building hibited pursuant to tRec3A.

e of the development tax, thd Esreferred to in

all be divided into 125-metertipos and classified as

Land of up to 125 meters as portion "A",

(a)

(b)  Land of 125 meters to 250 meters as portion "B"

24. Determination of Devdopment Tax: (1) The development tax shall be

collected in an amount to be set by the followirgcpnt of the price of a
land in a region or area set for the payment of mmmsation in acquiring

the land pursuant to Section 5:

19 Amended by the First Amendment.

12
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(@) 20 per cent for a land of portion "a",
(b) 10 per cent for a land of portion "b".

[llustration: In acquiring a land in a region or area, compgosa
has been paid by setting the price of the lanteatrate of Rs. 5,000.00 per
Ropani, and out of a total of One and h&bpani of the land of a person

subjected to tax in such a region or area, Ralbani land falls within

portion "a" and On&opani within portion "b", the amount
tax required to be paid by that person pursuarthig Secti

follows:

Rs. 500.00 by 20 per cent of half Ropani fallingthini
portion "a"
Rs. 500.00 by 10 p of One Ropani fallinghimit

portion "b"
Total Rs. 1,000.0C

(2) Notwithstandin ything contained in Sub-smtt(l), if the

Government of [ onsiders necessary to redbee rate of the

development  tax lable on a land or make exemptioom the

" levilable on the land, in consitlenaof the situation of
for any other reasons, it may, by aifidation in the Nepal
‘reduce the rate of the development taxake exemption from
development tax. The Government of Nepal stiadl take into account
of the recommendation of the compensation fixadbommittee in relation
to the reduction of the rate of the developmentoiamake exemption from

the development tax.

Period For Payment Of Development Tax and Office: (1) The

development tax required to be paid pursuant t® At has to be paid to

the prescribed office in the installments as pribsct.
13
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Provided that, if a person wishes to pay in lummsihe whole
amount of the development tax required to be pagidhe person, this

Section shall not be deemed to bar for making of faayment.

(2) The time limit for the payment of the developim&ax and other

relevant procedures shall be as prescribed.

26. Devdopment Tax To Be Recovered as Due L and Revenue: (1) Ifa

person does not pay the development tax withirtibhe limi eferred to

in Section 25, action shall be taken and the rerqor all be made

as if it were due land revenue in accordance vhigh aws in force.

(2) Where the concerned land has auctioneite waking

action for the recovery of the developm ‘thatue pursuant to Sub-
section (1), notwithstanding anythin inedhia Nepal laws in force,

auction sale of the land subjecte such devedopritax shall be made

" Miscellaneous

272 Authority “Fer Determination of Compensation and Petition

deermination: (1) The amount of compensation to be provided
ant to Sub-section (4) of Section 17 or Sulbise (4) of Section 18

all be as determined by the Department of Roadpresence of the

concerned Ward Member of the local Village DeveleptmCommittee or

Municipality.

(2) A person who is not satisfied within the comgeon

determined pursuant to Sub-section (1) may makeettign to the

20 Amended by the First Amendment.
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Government of Nepal within Thirty Five days afteetdate of receipt of

the notice of compensation.

Not To Bar Requistion Of Land By Reason Of Petition Beng

Made The requisition of a land for the purpose of this Abal not be
barred only for a reason that a petition has beak fin relation to

compensation pursuant to Sub-section (2) of Se@ion

Notice To Be Given When Road Is To Be Dug By Go )

months or a fine of p to Two Thousand Rupeeswith the both.

on roots out or cuts any tree plam@duant to Section
16 or p
16A¢

motor vehicle with more weight in tamention of Section
jects or obstructs to or with the takisfgsoil, stone or sand
nt to Section 17 or does any act in conttégoreof Section 18, such
person shall be punished with a fine of up to Twedsand Rupees.

21
22
23
24

Amended by the First Amendment.
Deleted by the First Amendment.
Deleted by the First Amendment.
Amended by the Second Amendment.
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2(3) Ifa person does any act in contravention df-Section (1) of

Section 19 or objects or obstructs to or with amyrkvbeing done by the
Department of Roads pursuant to Sub-section (3hefsaid Section, the
person shall be punished with imprisonment forrmteot exceeding One

year or a fine of°up to Five Thousand Rupeeswith the both.

?730A.Investigation and Filing of Cases: An employee of at least gazetted

31

first class shall investigate into the cases oémdes punishable under this

Act, and upon the completion of such investigatibe, c ned chief of

office of the Department of Roads shall fil before the

Department of Roads or the authority specified to Section 31.

of making obstruction while acquiri or tharposes of Section 14,

of cutting or rooting out trees p ursuanbéation 16, or of making

contravention, of ion 18%he Department of Roads or the authority

specified overnment of Nepal by publishniotification in the

ette shall have the powers to make m@limpose punishment.

) In taking action pursuant to Sub-section (g Department of

pads or specified authority may exercise the spowgers as the District

Court has pursuant to the laws in force.

25
26
27
28
29
30

Amended by the Second Amendment.
Amended by the Second Amendment.
Inserted by the Second Amendment.
Amended by the First Amendment.
Amended by the Second Amendment.
Amended by the Second Amendment.
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(3 A person who is aggrieved by an order of poment made

by the *'Department of Roads or the specified authority pams to Sub-

section (1) may make an appeal to the Court ofeaﬁbwithin Thirty Five
days.

Del egation of authority: The Government of Nepal may delegate any or

all powers conferred to the Department of Roadsymamt to this Act to any
authority.

Powersto frame Rules (1) The Government of Nepal may frame Rules

to implement the objects of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality e posveonferred by

Sub-section (1), the Rules may provi n thiowing matters, in

particular:

for the determination of compensatmritlie

crops, trees and other goods,

Terms and conditions to be abided by in bugdan
placing anything of which frontage or exit is todsara

public road,

()] Terms and conditions to be abided by while mgki

any road or door on either side of a public road,

(g Matters to be abided by while making or eregtor

building any type of house, wall, sewerage, roaltrp

31
32

Amended by the Second Amendment.
Amended by the Administration of Justice Act, 2048.
17
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etc. to be made or erected in the road boundaryaat

side,

(h)  Specification of the height of wire or similather
thing to be held over a public road or road boupnaar
on the side of a road boundary and of the manner fo

placing the same,

() The procedures to be followed while
sewerage or laying a pipe or wi

road or road boundary,

(), The duties of any persor g any act on alipub

road in a manner t “t the movement and other

terms and conditi be observed by that person.

) The Highway (Construction

Provision) Act, 2021 (1964

repealed.

(Construction Pro

commence

e Rules framesfdinder are, hereby,

(2) If any compénsation for any land acquired unither Highway
n) Act, 2021 (1964) is due th¢ time of the
.©of this Act, the compensation shafidié pursuant to that

18
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